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CONTEMPLATING 

TOTALITY 

Max Giorgi

This summer’s 

momentous eclipse began at 

11:54 CT. I was in a Southern 

Illinois town called Marion. This 

spot was the best in the nation 

having nearly three minutes of 

totality. I was eager to pursue this 

opportunity, believing it to be a 

once-in-lifetime opportunity. It 

was certainly worth it.  

I remember the first glimpse 

of the eerie moon eating away 

the sun. As it drew on, the tone of 

light became grayish, and the 

temperature cooled down. I 

thought this was neat. The real 

“experience” came when the last 

bits of the sun disappeared inch-

by-inch. Then when 

the sun completely 

blacked out, 

everybody 

cheered. I took off 

my glasses, and 

what I saw I cannot 

explain in words. 

There was a 360-

degree sunset, the 

sky was dark, and 

many stars were out. The sun was 

covered, but an ethereal and 

otherworldly wispy aura 

surrounded the blackness of the 

moon. Seeing this in a picture 

and saying, “yeah that’s neat” is 

one thing, but seeing this 

incredible sight with your naked 

eyes in something quite literally 

out-of-this-world. 

So many things came to my 

mind in those minutes. Perhaps 

most notably the following. 

When I saw the blackness of the 

moon and the bizarre darkness 

that cloaked the sun, upon 

much reflection this reminded 

me of the sinfulness of the world, 

and of myself. How often do our 

sins block out the radiating light 

of God, sapping away the 

warmth of love and cloaking the 

world in 

darkness? Yet, 

despite this, 

surrounding the 

blackness of the 

moon was the 

most beautiful 

thing I have ever 

seen. I was able 

to see that 

despite our sinfulness, God’s 

love never leaves us; rather, it 

surrounds us, just like the 

otherworldly aura that 

surrounded the moon. I left 

immediately after totality ended 

to avoid the crowds, and I left in 

tears. Those three minutes 

changed my life. 

GOD’S LOVE 
NEVER LEAVES US; 

RATHER, IT 
SURROUNDS US, 

JUST LIKE THE 
OTHERWORLDLY 

AURA THAT 
SURROUNDED THE 

MOON. 
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THE BORROMEO “CHUCK” 
 

TECHNOLOGY AND THE 
YOUNG CHURCH 

John Houghtling 

Last Thursday evening, I went to 

John Carroll with a few brother 

seminarians to support Marty Dober 

who was part of a panel on “Youth, 

Faith and Vocational Discernment: 

Preparing for the Next Synod” The 

hope of the panel was to address 

the concerns and issues of the 

Church’s youth especially on the 

topics of faith and the discernment 

of vocations to offer useful content 

for the synod. 

One of the major topics 

discussed by the panel was the 

prevalence of technology in the 

lives of the youth. Technology could 

be a useful tool for engaging young 

people, but it seems that it is not 

used to its potential. Pope Francis 

gives an excellent example of using 

technology at his disposal to 

engage the Church through his 

twitter account. How many local 

churches are using these tools to 

inform their congregation of events 

that pertain to the youth? The Holy 

Father is giving a great example 

but it seems that the message 

hasn’t reached all the Church’s 

members. 

On the contrary, some concerns 

were raised about the use of 

technology that arose in the 

question period. One of the major 

concerns was the possibility of 

losing the message of the Church 

through the use of technology. 

People worry that the intimate 

interaction that the Children of God 

need to sustain their souls won’t 

reach through a screen. 

Technology is only a tool that can 

help encounter people. It must then 

lead them to the loving and 

personal Church so they can in turn 

encounter Christ. 
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Saint of the Week: St. John Capistrano 

 
St. John Capistrano was a Fransciscan who lead 

a life of faithful preaching. He strengthened the 

faith of Christians and battled against heresey.  

Feast: October 23 

Patronage: jurists 

 

Grace Tues/Thurs/Sat: Bradley Jasko 

 

 

Announcements 
• Monday—House Meeting at 8pm 

• Thursdays—Good Shepherd group 7:15-

8:30pm in Aquinas Hall 

• Friday—Friday Night Formation 7pm 

• Saturday—Diaconate Ordination 10am 

• Saturday—Vocation talks at parishes start! 

Prayer Intentions 
 For the maternal grandmother of Michael 

Garvin who is currently dying. 

 For the repose of the soul of Ellen, the mother 

of Brad Jasko’s Uncle, who passed away on 

Saturday. 

 For the repose of the soul of Nate, a high 

school classmate of Joe Menkhaus, who was 

killed in a motorcycle accident Saturday night. 

 For the repose of the soul of John, a 17-year-

old from Dr. Rath’s parish, who died suddenly 

last week. 

                                                                    

 

 

 

 

http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=692
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From Rome to Home  

~World News for your Cultured Contemplation~  
By David Chojnacki 

Andres Feeds Hurricane Victims 
In the month since Hurricane Maria struck 
Puerto Rico, 500 Volunteers have been hard at 
work every day cooking food for thousands of 
people in need. This movement was organized 

by celebrity chef Jose Andres, who with help 
from his volunteers has prepared over 1.5 
million meals for the people of Puerto Rico 
over the last month, a vast majority of them 
hot. With 80% of the island without power, 
some 60,000 people a day rely on food from 
Jose Andres and his volunteers from 15 
kitchens. Feeding the hungry is one of the 
corporal works of mercy. Let's remember to 
pray for all those who are hungry, especially 
those in places affected by natural 
disasters. Source 1 Source 2   

Song of the Week 

“Roll Away your Stones” 
Mumford and Sons 

This song not only has a fantastic rhythm 

and a unique sound, but it also has a great 

message about overcoming challenges 

and being united with others to conquer 

the adversities of the world together. This is 

a perfect message for us at the seminary 

not only to seek support from our brothers 

but also seek the great support of Christ.  

~Cameron Ferrell 

 

 

 
Dominic Gideon @theCLEdomocracy  Oct 10 

Gum under pew: ignorant but understandable 

Gum under desk in college: dude they dont do detentions here. Just walk 

to the frickin trash can 
 

  

 
Borromeo Buckstars @TheBuckstars  Oct 17 

So many who are looking for who but can't find them. We're 

not about that life rn, so guys, man up & be the that these deserve. 
 

http://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2017/10/20/559113161/celebrity-chef-jose-andres-has-served-nearly-1-5-million-meals-to-puerto-ricans
http://www.cnn.com/2017/09/28/us/puerto-rico-chef-jose-andres-feeds-hungry-weir/index.html
https://twitter.com/theCLEdomocracy
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by Max Giorgi 

 

 

 

 

 
The End of the Indian Summer 

Monday 10/23:  90%: 71/52: Warm; afternoon showers 

Tuesday:  50%: 56/42: Cooler; showers are possible. 

Wednesday:   70%: 49/41: Chilly with showers. 

Thursday:   54/43: Crisp; times of sun and clouds. 

Friday:   62/45: Warmer; afternoon showers possible.  

Saturday:  60%: 60/46: Seasonable; possbility of showers. 

Sunday:   40%: 57/37: Cooler; morning showers possible. 

Monday 10/30: 50%: 50/40: Chilly and wet.  

**Watch your weather!  Follow the link below and never miss an update on your forecast! 

Weather Forecast Link: http://fox8.com/weather/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comprehensive Forecast: 

Temperatures this week will start out warm, but 
drop down to seasonable and below average. We 

will see our nighttime lows drop into the 30s 

next Sunday. Chances of rain will be present 

throughout the week. 

 

 

Weather News:   

The NOAA has released the winter outlook. A possible La 

Niña will increase our chances of above average 

temperatures and above average snowfall this winter.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/NWS/videos/101

56378812384041/  
*** Forecasts are credited to Fox8 News Cleveland. Information in “Weather News” will be cited when not common knowledge. This page 

is authored and maintained by Max Giorgi. *** 

http://fox8.com/weather/
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Monsignor 

Manners 
 

Lessons from Asian Etiquette 
 

One of the joys of being a Reverend Monsignor, besides wearing a purple sash 
with my cassock, is having the opportunity to travel to foreign lands. As Scripture says 
concerning the wise man: “He travels among the peoples of foreign lands to test what is 
good and evil among people,” (Sirach 39:4b). On one of my worldly expedition in Sri 
Lanka and India, I noticed that in these two Asian nations, the use of one’s right and left 
hands were regulated by custom. For example, when eating a meal, a gentleman from 
India never uses his left hand. Being ever inquisitive, I asked my travel secretary about 
this, and he informed me that in southeast Asia, the left hand is considered dirty and so 
a true Indian gentleman never uses his left hand to eat, or even shake hands with 
another fellow. His left hand is reserved for certain, ahem, bathroom functions or to 
receive his coughs and sneezes. Fascinating!  

Although we in the USA do not have such a concept as a dirty left hand and 
clean right hand, this is a good reminder for us that a gentleman never sneezes, coughs, 
or plays with his food using either hand. Instead, if a gent feels a sneeze approaching, it 
is wise to remove his clean handkerchief from the aft pocket of his trousers and use it to 
“catch” the sneeze. This way, he can be prepared to shake hands or offer the sign of 
peace with his hands free from nasty germs and other filthy debris. 
 

Latin phrase of the week 
 

Si finis bonus est, totum bonum erit 
 

“If the end is good, all will be good.” 
  



  

 

 

October 22, 2017   

Ora et Cena: St. Michael the Archangel 


