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MOANA AS JESUS 
By Andrew Karpinski

For this issue, I will continue 

the Moana theme which my 

class/parish-mate Brad began 

last week; however, I will look at 

the movie through the lens of 

the paschal mystery, with 

Moana as the Christ figure. 

[Warning: This analysis of 

Moana contains spoilers. If you 

have not yet seen Moana I 

encourage you to stop reading 

here and watch it. It is on Netflix 

and I also have a copy in the 

Borromeo Lounge. After you watch 

Moana (or read a summary online), 

return back to this article for a 

reflection.] 

After watching this film many a 

time with my friends, and even by 

myself, Moana has been revealed 

as a Christ figure. It all starts with the 

Fall. When our first parents sinned in 

the garden, we went from perfect 

human persons to sinful people. We 

became sinners. This moment is 

captured in the story when Maui 

takes the heart of Te Fiti. Just as 

Adam and Eve took for themselves 

what belonged to 

God, Maui takes for 

himself what 

belongs to the gods. 

After this happens 

Te Fiti turns into Te 

Ka, the lava 

monster. She goes 

from the creator 

god to monster. From good to bad.  

At the end of the film, we 

discover that Te Ka did not ‘wake 

up.’ Te Ka is the perverted form of 

Te Fiti. After “the Fall” when Maui 

takes what did not belong to him, 

Te Fiti loses her identity and 

becomes a monster. This 

transformation of Te Fiti to Te Ka 

resembles us when we sin. In our 

sinfulness, we become a 

perversion of what God created 

us to be: sinners. Just as Te Ka can 

do nothing to get out of her 

situation, we are the same. We 

need a savior. That’s where Jesus, 

and Moana, come into the story.  

To save us from our sin, Christ 

offered himself to us to die. This 

restores original justice making us 

once again the perfect creations 

God made us as. This is what 

Moana does for Te Fiti. The scene 

where this occurs is accompanied 

by a song. The lyrics reveal much 

of what Christ is saying to us. 

Moana sings to Te Ka, “I have 

crossed the horizon to find you, I 

know your name. They may have 

stolen the heart 

from inside you, but 

this does not define 

you. This is not who 

you are. You know 

who you truly are.” 

Christ crosses the 

horizon of heaven 

and earth. He 

knows us all. He sees our sinfulness; 

our innocence that was taken 

from us through sin. He tells us that 

we are more than our sin. Through 

His love and mercy, we are more 

than our sin. Once we are made 

perfect again through Christ we 

can be who we are meant to be 

and enter into communion with 

God in heaven.  

WE NEED A 

SAVIOR. THAT’S 

WHERE JESUS, AND 

MOANA, COME 

INTO THE STORY. 
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JOY: THE MVP OF 
EVANGELIZATION 

By Joe McCarron 
There has been a jubilant 

revolution in the MLB over the past 

couple years.  Major League Baseball 

for as long as it has been in existence, 

has held the unwritten rule between 

players that after an exceptional play 

one should keep his head down, and 

avoid an overt showing of upbeat 

emotion.  Perceived over-celebration 

of a home run meant a fastball thrown 

at your upper half during your next 

time up.  The great majority of players 

went about their business with serious 

faces at all times on the field. 

Recently however, a new batch 

of players has cropped up in the 

league, and these new men have 

been changing the face of the game.  

Many new players on teams 

throughout the country have brought 

their playing styles to The Show that are 

full of smiles, shouts of joy, and all sorts 

of thrilled expressions that hearken to 

Little League baseball.  Players like our 

own Francisco Lindor (nicknamed “Mr. 

Smile” no less), Yasiel Puig of the 

Dodgers, and Javier Baez of the Cubs 

are all representatives of this new joyful 

baseball vanguard that is attracting 

scores of new fans to a league which 

has been known for so long for its 

seriousness, and stringent adherence 

to its unwritten rules of decorum. 

I propose that as Christians, we 

should emulate how this old institution 

is attracting new followers.  Pope 

Francis is fond of talking about the joy 

of the Gospel, and how authentic 

Christian joy is the best way to attract 

people.  In his encyclical Evangelii 

Gaudium, Francis says that “an 

evangelizer must never look like 

someone who has just come back 

from a funeral!”  Young people are 

looking for true joy to fill the hole in 

their hearts, and that joy can only 

come from knowing and serving Jesus 

Christ.  So, as Christians, let us be like 

the MLB, and attract new followers 

through our example of joyful living in 

our daily life. 
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Saint of the Week: St. Didacus 

This holy and selfless Franciscan brother 
from 15th century Spain made such an 
impression on the people of Spain that they 
named a settlement in the New World after 
him (San Diego). Learn more! 
Patronage: Franciscan lay brothers 
Feast: Nov 7th  

 

Grace Tues/Thurs/Sat: Jason Keller 

 

 

Announcements 

• Thursday—Meatball Making, XLT 

• Thursdays—Good Shepherd Group 7:15-

8:30pm in Aquinas Hall 

• Saturday—Novemberfest 

• Sunday—St. Augustine Group? 

Prayer Intentions 

 For Dean, aunt of Sam Hadjis, was sent to the 

hospital for some apparent mini strokes 

 For Dorothy Ann, cousin of Angie Pavlik's, and her 

youngest granddaughter, Izzy, who are both 

fighting cancer 

 For the repose of the soul of Toni, a girl who 

attempted suicide and was removed from life 

support last Friday night 

 For Eric, cousin and godson of Mike Petkosek, 

who is not currently practicing or believing in the 

faith 

 For the repose of the soul Sr. Mary Dunn a 

member of Sr. McCormick's Ursuline community  

 For Ally, an 8th Grader at St. Joseph in 

Cuyahoga Falls who was diagnosed with a rare 

brain condition and is in critical condition. 

 

                                                                    

 

 

  

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-didacus/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-didacus/
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From Rome to Home  

~World News for your Cultured Contemplation~  
~By David Chojnacki 

Three Trump Campaigners Indicted 
This past Monday, October 30th, three former Trump 
campaign officials were indicted by special counsel Robert 
Mueller, the man in charge of the Justice departments 
probe into Russian meddling in the 2016 election. Those 
arrested include former campaign chair Paul Manafort, 
deputy campaign manager Rick Gates (a Manafort 
associate), and George Papadopoulos, a foreign policy 
adviser. The allegations do not directly prove the alleged 
cooperation between the Trump Campaign and the 
Russian Government, but it is widely believed that Muller 
has arrested Manafort to put more pressure on him to spill 
information about others in the investigation.  
Source 1 Source 2 Source 3 

[A note regarding Rome to Home. Many of the stories covered here, such as this one, are far too complex to cover in 
their entirety in the 300 words allotted to this collum. We try hard to tell the whole story and get our information 
from a variety of sources. For more information on the stories covered here, please read the sources and do your own 
research. ~Rome to Home Editors]  

hree 

 Luke Rose @RoseLuke13  Nov 2 

Learning today that God is timeless and that time doesn't matter in the 

scheme of God. Why, then, am I frowned upon for being late to class? 

 

 

 James Parisi @Mr_James_Parisi  Nov 3 

Good news, the Browns aren't going to lose this Sunday! 
 

Song of the Week 
“What’s Real” 

By WATERS 
When I listen to this song, I imagine a group of 

college guys hanging out in their dingy rental 

house on a Friday night, too spiritually “blind” and 

too “drunk” to “see what’s real.” However, the 

speaker—one of the guys in the group, feels like 

there is something more in life and he desires to 

find truth. Brothers, these are the people to whom 

we’re called to minister. How can we show them 

what is real? ~Dominic Gideon 

https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/10/30/16571050/what-we-know-manafort-gates-papadopoulos
http://www.newsweek.com/trump-russia-manafort-gates-trial-date-expected-701514
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2017/10/31/how-paul-manafort-is-connected-to-trump-russia-investigation.html
https://twitter.com/RoseLuke13
https://twitter.com/Mr_James_Parisi
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTpehHmZV2M
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Wickliffe Weekly Forecast 
by Max Giorgi 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 11/6 :  50% 36/52: Morning Showers 

Tuesday: 34/49: Mostly Cloudy 

Wednesday: 31/47: Partly Cloudy 

Thursday:  36 36/50: Mostly Sunny 

Friday:  45/55: Mostly Sunny 

Saturday: 48/58: Partly Cloudy 

Sunday:  30%: 39/50: Mostly Cloudy 

Monday 11/13 : 49/40: Mostly Cloudy 

**Watch your weather!  Follow the link below and never miss an update on your forecast! 

Weather Forecast Link: http://fox8.com/weather/  

 *** Forecasts are credited to Fox8 News Cleveland. Information in “Weather News” will be cited when not common knowledge. This page 

is authored and maintained by Max Giorgi. *** 

http://fox8.com/weather/
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Monsignor 

Manners 
 

Pedestrian Manners 
 

I recently heard on the news that the city of Honolulu 
banned the use of mobile devices whilst people cross the street. While some might 
applaud this move as a way to increase pedestrian safety, I thought to myself that the 
new law is superfluous because a gentleman is always aware of his surroundings and 
he is never so enthralled with his gadgets as to endanger himself or others. This 
situation reminds me about the importance being attentive to one’s surroundings. 
When traversing the hallowed halls of the seminary, for instance, a seminarian should 
always be attentive to those whom he might encounter en route. Whilst passing another 
in the hallway, it is courteous to greet him or her rather than pass by like a motor 
carriage on the interstate. A simple “hello” or “good day, Monsignor” should suffice. 
When introducing oneself to a woman, a gentleman might be inclined to bow slightly 
while shaking hands, tipping his cap should he be wearing one (outdoors of course). Do 
not be like one of those technologically absorbed youths who disregard propriety and 
get hit by passing cars as a result. 
 
 

Latin phrase of the week 
 

Praesumptio cedit veritati 
 

Presumption gives way to truth. 
 

~A gentleman might hold a certain hypothesis or opinion, but he must be ready reform 
or reject it once contravening facts are presented. 


